
Professional Timetable 

2019 Seren Conference:  
Above and Beyond

09:00-10:00  Registration • University stalls

10:00-10:45 Opening address and keynote

MAT workshop Option 1 Option 2

10:45-11:30 Student IAG sessions Student mental health and wellbeing

11:30-12:00 University stalls and refreshments

12:00-12:45 Supporting MAT learners with perfectionism 
York St John

How the new GCSEs prepare MAT for post-16 study 
Qualifications Wales

University 
Workshops Option 1 Option 2

12:45-13:15 Student finance update 
Student Finance Wales

13:15-14:00 Lunch with university stalls

14:00-14:30 Supporting Seren learners in rural environments Supporting learners to identify and apply for scholarships and bursaries  
Panel of universities

14:30-15:00 Encouraging learners to think above and beyond their A-level course 
Sandy Mill

15:00-15:30 Contextual admissions: what does this mean for your learners? 
Panel of universities

15:30-15:45 Feedback completed in sessions



10.45 – 11.30 – Slot 1 
Student IAG sessions
•  Professionals are welcome to attend one of the students’ 

IAG sessions being run in this slot. Sessions on offer in this 
slot include: managing the UCAS timeline; communicating 
your skillset; getting career ready; applying for scholarships, 
bursaries and finance; applying for creative industry courses; 
talking about teaching; and applying for medical professions.

Student mental health and wellbeing
•  This discussion session will begin with a case study from a 

practitioner looking at how they support students’ mental 
health and wellbeing in school and college. The discussion 
will then look at how you as professionals can support 
your learners with their mental health and wellbeing.

12.00 – 12.45 – Slot 2
Supporting MAT learners with perfectionism
•  Building on last year’s popular session run by York St John, this 

session will look at the latest research into perfectionism and 
the negative impact this can have on learners’ outcomes. The 
session will then look specifically at practical strategies that can 
be used to support MAT learners to manage perfectionism as 
they approach the increased workload of Year 12 and Year 13.

Qualifications Wales: how the new GCSEs 
prepare MAT for post-16 study
•  Run by Qualifications Wales, this session will be an in-depth 

look at the new GCSEs and how they prepare MAT learners for 
post-Year 11 study. The session will help professionals working 
in post-16 identify areas that learners may need additional 
support and what skills they can expect MAT learners to 
have developed through the new GCSE curriculum.

12.45 – 13.15 – Slot 3
Student finance update
•  Run by Student Finance Wales, this session will give professionals 

the latest information on student finance so they can better 
support their learners as they apply for university. The session will 
cover the latest information about tuition fees, maintenance grant 
and loans and what learners need to do to apply for student finance.

14:00-14:30 – Slot 4
Supporting Seren learners in rural environments
•  This session will showcase practitioner case studies about how 
they support and stretch their Seren learners in rural environments. 
It will share insights in to how professionals can access support 
and opportunities for their learners while also looking at what 
they can do ‘in-house’ to best prepare their learners to put 
together competitive applications to leading universities.

Supporting learners to identify and apply 
for scholarships and bursaries
•  This session will be run by the app GrantFairy which matches 

prospective students with scholarships and bursaries that they can 
apply to based on their profile. The app is free for learners when 
they sign up through their school or college. The session will give 
professionals an insight into the range of financial support that is 
available in the UK and how to best use the app with their learners.
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14.30 – 15.00 – Slot 5
Encouraging learners to think above and beyond their A-level course
•  This session will build on Seren CPD sessions run by Sandy Mill from 

Magdalene College, Cambridge at the end of the 18/19 academic 
year. As well as providing practical strategies, the session will provide 
an opportunity for professionals to reflect on how they encourage 
learners to think beyond the A-level curriculum and prepare for 
applications to university through supra-curricular activities.

15.00 – 15.30 – Slot 6
Contextual admissions: what does this mean for your learners?
•  UK universities are increasingly looking at contextual factors as 

part of their admissions processes. But what does this mean 
for your learners and for the advice you give to them? This 
university panel discussion will focus on contextual admissions 
and what different universities are doing in this area.
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